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Lab School Calendar 
 

Nove mbe r 4- 7 

 Pa re nt-Te a c he r 

 Co nfe re nc e s 
 

Nove mbe r 26: 11:30 - 1 pm 

 Annua l Tha nksg iving  Fe a st 
 

Nove mbe r 27 

 Pa ja ma  Da y 
 

Nove mbe r 28 & 29: Close d 

 Tha nksg iving  
 

De c e mbe r 6: 11:30 a m 

 Child re n’ s Ho lid a y 

 Co nc e rt 
 

De c e mbe r 18 (a t noon)-  

Ja nua ry 3: Close d 

 Winte r Bre a k 
 

Ja nua ry 6 

 Sp ring  Pro g ra m Be g ins 
 

Ja nua ry 20: Close d 

 Ala ska  Civil Rig hts Da y 
 

 Need to Reach Us? 
 

Ca ll 907- 474- 6393 
 

Dire c tor  

 Pa ig e  Vo nd e r Ha a r  

 pmvo nde rhaar@alaska.e du 

Upsta irs Te a c he rs 

 Le a d : Cha sity Eva no w  

  c re vano w@alaska.e du 

 Assist: Je nny Ta ylo r  

  jmtaylo r6@alaska.e du  

Downsta irs Te a c he rs 

 Le a d : Pa mmy Fo wle r  

  pdfo wle r@alaska.e du  

 Assist: Ale c ia  Finle y 

  afinle y5@alaska.e du 

Floa ting  Assista nt Te a c he rs 

 Co nnie  Sla te r 

 Emily So e n 

 

From Paige 
 

“Joy is the simplest form of gratitude.” ~ Karl Barth 
 

Thank you for signing up for Parent-Teacher conferences the 
week of November 4. I once overheard someone comment, 
“How much can you really say?  I mean, it’s preschool!” I was 
flabbergasted! Bunnell House teachers have plenty to say about 
your dear children and we know you do, too. Teachers and 
parents discuss development, ask and answer questions, share 
stories, and gain insights. Conferences are part of teambuilding 
between school and home so everyone can do their very best in 
their respective roles. Yes, preschool conferences are valuable 
and you must agree—you signed up!  
 

November also brings our annual Thanksgiving Feast. Bunnell 
House tradition is for families and staff to gather for a feast that 
celebrates the diversity of everyone in our program. Food is a 
personal way to share culture and tradition, so I encourage you 
to bring one of your family’s favorite foods to share. 
 

This is the time of year when thoughts often turn toward 
gratitude. We are all very grateful for the opportunity to work 
with your little ones each and every day and to know each of 
you better over time. Thank you for sharing your spirited, 
charming, intelligent, witty, mischievous, curious and endearing 

children with us! 
 

~Paige 

Thanksgiving Feast 
 

Tuesday, November 26th,  
11:30 am—1:00 pm 

 
 

Please bring one of  
your family’s favorite  

dishes to share.  
 

See you then! 
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Autonomy and Labeling* 
 

When my youngest two children were in preschool together, 
they wore similar sizes and colors in snow pants, boots and 
mittens. Keeping track of their gear was challenging. Imagine 
what it’s like for preschool teachers to help a whole class keep 
track of their gear! 
 

One of our goals for children at Lab School is to build self-
confidence and autonomy. Children are responsible for putting 
away their clothes, shoes, and lunch boxes. Each child is 
provided with a space to hang their clothing as well as boxes 
for storage. 
 

Please label your child’s items. Labeling minimizes mix-ups 
and settles arguments when children mistakenly believe 
someone else’s item is theirs. 
 

*Autonomy is always encouraged. Labeling is only encouraged when 

used to identify ownership of items.  

Pajama Day 
 

We’ll kick off the 
Thanksgiving holiday 
weekend with pajama day on 
Wednesday, November 27. 
 

Children are 
invited to wear 
their pajamas 
and slippers and 
bring a favorite 
stuffed animal. 

Wellness Policy 
 

Children who are not feeling 
well will not have a pleasant 
experience and may expose 
other children to illness. 
Please do not bring your child 
if there is any sign of sore 
throat, rash, fever, headache, 
or stomach pain. Children 
who are not well enough to go 
outside should remain home. 
Parents will be notified to 
pick up their child if the child 
suddenly becomes ill or has a 
temperature of 100°F or 
higher. Fever, diarrhea or 

vomiting must be absent for 

24 hours prior to return.  

 Congratulations to Pammy!  
 

Pammy was the recipient of the Unsung Hero Award at the 
NIAAEYC Conference we attended in October.  
 

The award is given to “a teacher, who throughout their career has 

never left the classroom or home. This Hero continues to work 

with and inspire children every day. Their commitment to 

children and families is a shining example for those that have 

the honor to see them in action. Their continued dedication, 

whether in the classroom or home is what all Early Learning 

and Care professionals should strive to attain. This Hero would 

never ask for recognition and because of that deserves it even 

more.”   
 

Congratulations, Pammy—this award was long overdue!  
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The Value of High Quality Early Education 
Learning Begins Before Kindergarten 

 

High quality early education programs construct a foundation for academic 
learning that benefits children throughout their formal school experience. 
Such programs capitalize on the time when a child’s brain is developing 
rapidly, creating a groundwork of social skills, knowledge and self 
confidence that paves the way for success in kindergarten and the grades 
that follow. 
 

In addition, research indicates that children who participate in high quality 
early education programs are less likely to be held back a grade or to need 
special education. They are also more likely to graduate from high school 
and continue on to further education. 
 

How do the activities your preschooler participates in at Bunnell House set 
the stage for formal academic learning? 
 

 Learning to take turns, resolve conflicts with others, share materials, play 
cooperatively and console peers develops social skills necessary for 
success in a classroom setting. 

 Listening to stories, poetry and songs provides the building blocks your 
child needs to grasp phonics and reading skills when it is 
developmentally appropriate. 

 Playing with sand, water and containers as well as matching, sequencing 
and one-to-one correspondence activities form the foundation for 
understanding basic math concepts. 

 Making observations and predictions provide a basis for scientific 
inquiry. Gardening, cooking, mixing colors, pedaling a tricycle and 
bouncing a ball are opportunities for scientific discovery and discussion. 

 

Often we hear or read that preschool gets children ready to learn when, in 
fact, preschoolers are already well down the path of learning. Quality early 
education augments the journey and contributes to a smooth transition into 
the formal academic classroom. 
 

Bunnell House staff are honored and delighted to be part of your child’s 
journey. We look forward to seeing you at parent-teacher conferences...and 
all year long! 



 

 

Quote to Note 
 

The deepest craving of 
human nature is the need 

to be appreciated. 
 

~William James  

Playground Use 
 

Our outside play space is  
an extension of our classrooms. 

 

One of my favorite areas of Bunnell House is our outdoor play 
space. Even in winter it provides opportunity for fun and 
discovery. I love to watch the children enjoying it—learning and 
not even realizing it. I hope that long after they leave here they 
will have amazing memories of the time spent playing there with 
friends. 
 

You’ve seen the signs on the fence that say No Trespassing to 
deter snowboarders from building ramps and using our railings 
and equipment to do tricks. You’ve seen the signs on the gates 
that say children must be supervised by lab school staff to deter 
residents from using it as a playground on evenings and 
weekends. 
 

Part of the reason for the signage is that equipment has been 
damaged and ruined in the past. The other part, and of greater 
concern, is that children playing here could be injured. That is 
never good and it is also a liability for the university. Parents 
have varying views on what is appropriate supervision, so the 
verbiage on the sign was specifically chosen, with the guidance 
of the university general counsel office, to state that lab school 
staff must supervise play. 
 

If  your child’s class is not outside, please do not allow him or 

her to play on the equipment and grounds. Children should 

only be exploring on the playground when their class is out 

and/or lab school staff are present.  
 

Thank you! 
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It was an exciting day  
at Lab School... 

 

 We baked zucchini bread!  
 

 We tasted a variety of 
apples and identified our 
preferences!  

 

 We prepared for our 
holiday concert! 



 We measured and weighed 
apples! 



 We discussed how pumpkins 
grow! 



 We practiced sliding into 
our snow pants! 

 

 We learned that pumpkins 
are a type of squash! 

 

 We visited the fire station! 


 We observed that mixing 
red and yellow creates 
orange! 

 

 We learned that a pumpkin 
is a jack-o-lantern when it’s 
carved!  

 

 We practiced taking turns! 
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Do You Have 
Questions or 
Concerns? 

 

About your child or the 
classroom, contact  

your child’s teacher. 
 

About the program, billing, 
or vacation notification, 

contact Paige. 
 

Thank you! 

Fee Payment 
 

Fees may be paid by credit card, 
check, or money order. A new 
credit card authorization form 

must be completed each month. 
Forms are located at the check-in 

station at the back of the gray 
payment box. Payments go into 
the locked box which is checked 
daily until all payments for the 

month are received. 

Cell Phones 
 

Ple a se  e nd  c e ll pho ne  use  

 p rio r to  e nte ring  Bunne ll Ho use  o r 

the  p la yg ro und . Yo ur c hild  

d e se rve s yo ur und ivide d  

a tte ntio n a nd  te a c he rs ma y 

ne e d  to  spe a k with yo u.  

Monthly Fees 
 

MTWRF $985  

MWF $615 (summe r o nly)  

TR $410 (summe r o nly) 

La te  Pic k up—$5/ minute  
 

Fe e s a re  d ue  b y the  10th o f e a c h 

mo nth. A la te  fe e  o f 10% o f the  

a c c o unt b a la nc e  will b e  a d d e d  

a fte r the  10th. 

Note : Your ba la nc e  due  will 

a ppe a r a t the  bottom of your 

Proc a re  c he c k- in sc re e n. 

Late Pick Up Fees 
 

Bunnell House hours:7:30-5:30  
 

Late pick up fees are $5 per 
minute. Fees will be added to 

your account based on the time 
recorded when you check out 

your child on Procare. 

 

 

Winter Closure 
 

Bunnell House will be 
closed from noon on 
December 18 through 

January 3, 2020. 
 


